Town of Hoopsville
Board of Selectmen Meeting
Opening Remarks for Poverty Abatement Applications
Welcome to the 


















(date)

meeting of the Town of Hoopsville Board of Selectmen.  The meeting will come to order.  This is a public proceeding and, unless the Board specifically votes to go into executive session, you have the right to hear everything that is being said and to look at all of the exhibits that are offered.  Please notify the Chairman if you are unable to hear or to see.

The Board works from a prepared agenda and will be considering today’s items in the following order:

1.  














2.  














Because one of the items on the agenda is a poverty abatement application, I want to go over the special procedures associated with that agenda item (Item # 2).  By statute, poverty tax abatement applications and supporting materials are confidential.  In addition, the hearing before the Board of Selectmen must be conducted in executive session.  The Board will need to vote to enter into executive session to conduct the hearing on the poverty abatement application.  Only the direct participants will be allowed to remain in the room when the hearing begins.
Once in executive session, the Board will open the information gathering portion of the executive session and ask the applicant to present his/her case, followed by questions by Board members and questions by any Town staff member involved in poverty abatement administration.  The Board will then ask the Town staff member, if any, if s/he has any information to present, followed by questions by Board members and questions by the applicant.  The Board will then close the information gathering portion of the executive session and deliberate on the tax abatement application.  A consensus as to how the Board intends to act on the matter and a consensus on the proposed findings of fact/conclusions of law will then take place while still in executive session.
After coming out of executive session, a Board Member should make a motion to either grant or deny the poverty abatement application.
After the Board votes on the poverty abatement application itself, the Board should then vote to adopt the written decision in substantially the same form as dictated into the record by the [GA Administrator/Chair/other person] and authorize the Chair of the Board to sign it once it is typed up.

Any questions?  If not, let’s proceed with Agenda Item # 1.
