CITY OF PORTLAND - GENERAL ASSISTANCE (GA) NOTICE                                             2/2010
This program is administered in accordance with the standard of eligibility as provided in 22 M.R.S.A., Chapter 1161.

If your income for a 30 day period will not be sufficient to provide basic necessities for your household (using Portland GA guidelines) you may be eligible for supplemental assistance through GA to provide those basic needs.  First you will be required to provide verification of household income and expenses and you must obtain and keep actual receipts (not checks or check stubs) for all expenses to verify how your income is spent each month.
Household - Individual or a group of individuals sharing a dwelling unit. Parents who are financially able are required by law to help their children under the age of 25. Spouses are legally required to financially support each other. When an applicant shares a unit with one or more persons, even when a landlord/tenant relationship exists between individuals residing in the unit, eligible applicants may receive assistance for not more than their pro-rata share of the actual costs for the shared basic needs of the household according to the maximum levels of assistance established. The income of household members not legally liable or otherwise responsible for supporting the household shall be considered available to the applicant only when there is a pooling of income.

Income - Any form of income in cash or in kind received by the household including cash gifts from friends/relatives, money won or found, net remuneration for services performed, cash received on secured/unsecured credit, money borrowed from friends or relatives, any payments received as annuity, retirement, disability benefits, veteran’s pension, worker’s compensation, unemployment benefits, payments or assistance received under any state or federal categorical assistance program, income taxes, supplemental security income, social security, tribal income, Reception and Placement (one time initial refugee resettlement money), MATCH and Refugee Cash Assistance (RCA), and any other payments from governmental sources, unless specifically prohibited by law or regulation, court ordered support payments, income from pension or trust funds and household income from any other source including relatives or unrelated household members. If you are pending SSI, you must sign an Interim Assistance Agreement with Social Services in order to be eligible for GA. If you receive any form of lump sum payment, it must be spent on basic necessities and receipts will be required for GA eligibility determination.

You will be required to apply for and use all resources available to help meet your current needs such as Federal Food Stamps, Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), Medicaid/Medicare, unemployment benefits, PROP fuel assistance, subsidized housing programs, other government assistance programs, liable relatives, savings and other assets. You will be required to meet any appropriate eligibility requirements including seeking work, participating in a job search program, life skills classroom training and participating in the Workfare Program. Persons who, without just cause, make no good faith effort to obtain a potential resource will be disqualified from receiving GA until they make a good faith effort to obtain the benefit or resource.

This program is based on immediate needs or the most necessary basic expenses including shelter/rent expenses, food, fuel, utilities, personal care and household supplies, medication, and non-elective medical services as recommended by a physician. STATE LAW REQUIRES THAT ALL PERSONS MUST USE THEIR INCOME FOR BASIC NECESSITIES. ANY INCOME NOT USED FOR BASIC NEEDS DURING THE PREVIOUS 30 DAYS WILL BE CONSIDERED available TO MEET HOUSEHOLD’S CURRENT NEEDS.  ALL INCOME MUST BE APPLIED TO RENT FIRST AND REMAINING INCOME SHOULD BE APPLIED AS FOLLOWS:  2) Heat & utility costs, 3) Personal/household needs, 4) Food.  Expenses must be verified in order to be considered (bills and any receipts required.) If it is determined that your household income was not used as directed or not used for basic necessities, your household will not be eligible to receive GA to replace that income. Assistance will not be reduced if the household can verify income was exhausted to purchase basic necessities. Examples of items not considered as basic necessities and not allowable in GA budget computations include: phone/cell bills, cable television, wi-fi, mail orders, cigarettes, alcohol, gifts, costs of trip or vacations, credit card debt, costs associated with pet care, legal fees, late fees or key deposits, gifts purchased, payments on vehicles, furniture and repayments of loans.

Penalty for False Representation: Information provided in connection with an application for General Assistance is subject to verification by the City. Anyone who knowingly and willfully makes any false representation of a material fact to the Social Services Administrator or Financial Eligibility Specialist for the purpose of causing himself or another person to be granted assistance may be ineligible for assistance for a period of 120 days and is guilty of a Class E crime. You have a right to a Fair Hearing before an impartial authority if you disagree with the decision on your application. You must request the Hearing in writing within 5 working days of receiving the written decision. 

I have read and understand the General Assistance Notice or it has been read to me and I fully understand it.

_________________________________


________________________________________

Client



Date





Financial Eligibility Specialist

